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relating a story in a particularly effective way that he has
learned from his elders, his conscious attention being wholly
concentrated upon what he is singing and not on the effect
which he is himself producing". And evidence even more
revealing comes from a recent collector in the Appalachians.
The Americans have a ballad called "The Seven Sleepers",
a version of "Earl Brand" (7), which ultimately derives from
ancient Germanic epic. One old man told the collector:
"The Seven Sleepers was a true song. It happened way
back yonder in Mutton Hollow. I was there myself. Some-
body got killed over the girl. I was there soon after it happened.
Another man was after the girl and one man shot him.5'11